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 Remembering  
 

Professor Jin Au Kong 
 
 

 
 

 

Words from Friends, Colleagues, and Students 
 



 
 

Memories from My Student Days with Professor Kong 
 

In late 1973 to early 1974 I was in the final stages of completing my Master’s Thesis in the EE 

department at MIT, and casting around without much inspiration for a PhD topic and mentor.  I 

happened to sign up and take a course in EM Theory taught by Professor Kong.  I had always 

liked electromagnetic theory, especially how it described radiation and waves from which so 

many amazing phenomena derived.  But the wonder of Maxwell’s Equations and all that flowed 

from them was really revealed to me in that course. 

 

The clarity and engaging style of Professor Kong’s teaching and his true love for the subject 

matter convinced me to seek his guidance for my PhD program.  Fortunately he took me on as a 

student and introduced me to a fairly new topic at that time, microwave remote sensing, which 

was one of the emerging applications of EM theory.  I was also introduced at about that time to 

his PhD student Leung Tsang, who later shared an office with me and also helped me follow the 

PhD path without falling by the wayside.  It was shortly after this that Professor Kong mentioned 

that he was involved with a research project at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, 

led by a recent MIT PhD graduate working at JPL called Joe Waters.  He suggested that I could 

contact Joe to see if he had an opportunity for me to spend a summer at JPL learning about 

remote sensing and getting some practical experience.  I ended up visiting JPL during the 

summers of 1974 and 1975 and completing projects that provided applications and experimental 

data for my PhD thesis to go along with the remote sensing theory I was learning at MIT.  

Professor Kong was the best mentor I could hope to have had at that stage in my life, steering me 

through the difficulties of oral exam and thesis defense, and finally launching me away from 

MIT.  It turned out that his help in steering me to JPL was the connection that started my 

professional career.  I joined Joe Waters’ group as a postdoc, and was hired by JPL shortly after.   

 

Some of my best memories are of those graduate student and postdoc days, which despite the 

hard work seemed so full of potential and promise.  I have included two photos from that happy 

era. 
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The first (at which I was not present) shows Professor Kong sharing a good joke with some other 

well-known(!) colleagues - members of the Shuttle Imaging Microwave System team in 1974 - 

in Pasadena. 

 

The second was taken in 1975 during my mid-PhD 

phase, and shows me being assisted by a technician 

at JPL in conducting controlled ground-based 

multifrequency radiometer measurements of a 

sandy soil (don’t ask me how we got it to work).  

In looking back at my time at MIT, and through the 

intervening years when I had the opportunity to 

share continuing good jokes with Professor Kong, I 

realize that what made him such an inspiring and 

uplifting mentor was his wonderful humor and 

enthusiasm, that connected with all around him.  I 

feel very privileged to have been a student of his, 

and owe the early direction and success of my 

career to him.  His memory will continue to live in 

my heart. 

 

Eni Njoku, 

Pasadena 

March 19, 2008 
 

 
 

We are so sorry to hear your dad.  Now as always, if you need anything please let us know.  I 

remember the first time I saw your dad.  It was Thanksgiving at your house and it was full of 

your dad’s current students, old students and friends.  I always thought it was so cool that he 

opened his home to everyone and I remember how happy people were to be there.  Every event I 

went to with your dad’s students felt like a family event.  It was easy for me to see that everyone 

had a lot of love and respect for your dad.  Please give my deep condolences to your family. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

David Ma 
 

 
 

In 6.632 last spring, Professor Kong always kept his lectures interesting by telling witty stories 

of famous scientists in between complex derivations of electromagnetics.  He had a great sense 

of humor and was amazing at math.  I feel really inspired to have learned from an individual who 

has contributed so much to electromagnetic wave theory and will truly miss him. 

 

Yun Wu 

former student, Class of 2006 
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I first took a course in Electomagnetic Wave Theory with Professor Kong during the spring of 

my junior year.  His lectures were so thrilling that it was the first course at MIT where I never 

missed a single lecture.  His teaching style, with equal amounts of time devoted to equations and 

intuition, made it easier and extremely interesting to look at the world from the perspective of 

electromagnetics.  He inspired me to take three more courses on the same topic during the rest of 

my time at MIT.  And to this day, his teaching helps me, motivates me, and guides my research 

interests. Thank you, Professor Kong, for the difference you have made in my scientific career. 

 

Saumil Gandhi 

former student 
 

 
 

The last time we saw Professor Kong was over dinner in November. We discussed how many 

trips he made to China over the years. He mentioned that he visited Beijing many times but he 

never visited the Great Wall. I was amazed about this fact. He said that the Great Wall will 

always be there, implying that he didn't want to waste any time on taking a tour for pleasure. He 

always had a full schedule and was devoted to teaching and research during his trips to China. 

Even at MIT, he focused above all on his research and his students. He was truly dedicated. 

 

Herching Ku 
 

 
 

Gif, March 17, 2008 

 

Professor Kong was PIERS, he started it with a few people, yet he thought it was essential to 

have scientists of many places around the world involved in it, and indeed he gave all of us the 

great opportunity to make it, under his leadership, a vibrant endeavor. 

 

Beyond that, and his many talents as scientist, teacher, writer and organizer, he was a very kind 

and generous man. 

 

I and many others owe him much. 

 

D. Lesselier 

Directeur de recherche au Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique 

Laboratoire des Signaux et Systèmes 

3, rue Joliot-Curie 

91190 Gif-sur-Yvette 

France 
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From Son Nghiem: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PIERS 1991: Prof. 

Kong with many 

Ph.D. students near 

Royal Sonesta Hotel 

in Cambridge, the 

Charles River is seen 

in the background. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meeting in Durhan, 

New Hampshire: Prof. 

Kong with (from the 

left) Bob Onstott, 

Freeman Lin, Ari 

Sihvola, and two others.  

I don't remember the 

exact date; probably 

about 20 years ago. 
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‘A’ is acceptable, ‘B’ is bad.  March 12, 2008 
 

Prof. J. A. Kong was one of the last in a line of extremely renowned electromagnetics professors 

from MIT that included, among many others, Prof. L. J. Chu and Prof. J. A. Stratton. Indeed, 

Prof. Kong used to say that he changed his original initials to J. A. in recognition of Prof. 

Stratton. In addition to carrying the scientific heritage and excellence of this dynasty, Prof. Kong 

was also a bearer of a remarkable approach to students and a philosophy of teaching. 

 

Unlike most of us who consider grading a way to force students to learn, even if artificially, he 

always advocated the fact that it is up to the students to take from the course whatever interests 

them. He felt that by removing the pressure associated with grades, students would be more 

inclined to pursue topics of interest and would therefore be more likely to not only remember the 

lessons learned but to be able to apply them in their research.   

 

Under such perspective, grades were merely part of an administrative academic machinery, and 

were only relevant as far as they did not penalize the student in the pursuit of his or her studies. 

‘A’ was therefore the only one acceptable grade. Certainly, some students would take advantage 

of this approach, but many would appreciate it, and some would truly be rewarded beyond their 

expectations. It is enough to consider the list of students who have been trained by Prof. Kong 

and who have performed outstandingly well in their profession to realize that indeed, he was 

right.   

 

Nonetheless, so unusual was his philosophy that it often caught us by surprise. In one recent 

example from a few years back, we distinctly remember a student registered in one of Prof. 

Kong’s classes who never turned in homeworks, only occasionally appeared in the classroom, 

and of course miserably failed all of the quizzes. At the end of the semester, when discussing the 

grades, we made the case that this student should receive an ‘F’, the mark of a failed class. To 

which Prof. Kong replied: “‘F’?! That is not even a grade. Remember: ‘A’ is acceptable, ‘B’ is 

bad, ‘C’ is catastrophic, ‘D’ is disastrous, but there is no ‘F’”. Our suggestion of a ‘D’ was 

followed by half an hour of discussion. ‘C’ maybe?  Another half hour. Finally, after a two-hour 

negotiation, we reluctantly agreed on a ‘B’.  None of us felt happy with the outcome, so much so 

that the next day, Prof. Kong came to us, somewhat despaired and looking tired: “I couldn’t 

sleep all night. We cannot give him a ‘B’. Would you agree on an ‘A−’?”   

 

Such incidents helped us to understand that there is a compassionate aspect to Prof. Kong’s 

philosophy that truly nurtures students. We realize now that the real virtue of it is that rather than 

imposing knowledge, it bestows knowledge. 

 

Tomasz M. Grzegorczyk 

Cambridge, MA 

 

Joe Pacheco Jr. 

Los Angeles, CA 
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My favorite memory of Prof. Kong was when I was taking his undergraduate electromagnetics 

course, 6.014, and he gave the lecture on waveguides.  He came in carrying a piece of waveguide 

about a foot long, and put it on the desk.  He then gave the lecture, deriving how, because you 

wanted just one mode to propagate in a waveguide, that you'd need different size cross-sections 

for different frequencies.  At the end of the lecture, he reached into one pocket after another, 

pulling out ever smaller waveguides (in order!), until he finally reached into his shirt pocket to 

get one last incredibly tiny one, at most an inch long!  You can be sure that no one in that lecture 

hall ever forgot about the cutoff frequencies of waveguides! 

 

Michael Tsuk 
 

 
 

Dear Prof. Kong: 

I was deeply saddened to hear that you have left us. I cannot believe it. You look healthy and 

energetic, how could it be that you leave us at so young age? When I look at your smiling face in 

the picture shown in the MIT web page, my pictures come into my mind: You walk slowly in the 

corridor outside room 26-305, pondering at something, with hands at back;  You sit at the last 

row of the seminar room, carefully listening to the presentations of your students; You speak of 

the first line of a poem and ask us to recite the rest; You like to tell humorous stories during the 

lecture; You usually write the four Maxwell’s equations on the blackboard at the beginning of 

the lecture, and fill all panels of the blackboard with chalks at the end of the lecture. All these 

pictures are vibrant in my mind as if they just happened yesterday. However, you have left us 

forever. I feel great sadness and depression in the past several days and I still cannot believe it.  

I studied at your research group at MIT from September 2001 to May 2005. I am grateful to you 

for your care, help, and supervision. I have learned not only scientific knowledge from you, but 

also many other aspects of life. I had been the teaching assistant (TA) of your course for six 

semesters. Your passion, humor, and wisdom exhibited in the teaching will always inspire me. 

Although it has been six years, I still clearly remember the help and encouragement you gave me 

when I was the TA for the first semester.  You asked me to make a movie in order to help 

students to comprehend the concept of transmission line. You told me, “It is not me to evaluate 

your movie. The judge is the students. If they applaud at the end of the movie, it is a success. I 

will give you 15 minutes to present the principle and show the movie, and you should try to 

perform at your best.” Bearing your words in mind, I spent lot of time on making the movie and 

preparing the presentation. In the class, students clapped for a long time after watching the 

movie. You congratulated me with smiling and nodding.  From that time on, you always 

encouraged me to show movies or do demos in the lecture. Once, you even told me, “Please 

prepare a movie or a demo at your will, and the content of my lecture will follow your movie or 

demo”. I was astonished, “Oh, my god. The correct logic should be that the movie or demo 

follows the content of the lecture”. Your encouragement made me confident, and gradually I 

became an experienced TA. The help and encouragement you gave me will be always in my 

heart. 
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In your lecture, humorous stories and the anecdotes of Maxwell and other scientists interweave 

with electromagnetics in a natural way. Students speak highly of your teaching style, and you are 

one of the lecturers most welcomed by students. I remember that one student wrote “Kong is 

King” in the evaluation form. You often asked students for good humors. When you visited 

Singapore last year, you still asked me for good humors. I told you two humors, and you liked 

both of them. I planned to ask you someday whether you have told these humors in your lecture. 

However, I cannot ask you about it forever. Being the TA of your course, I sat in the classroom 

in every lecture and I listened to all stories you told during six semesters. I like all the stories you 

told, but the following one is my favorite. During the lecture, a student asked you a question, you 

answer him by telling a story. “Before answering your question, I would like to tell you a story. 

After establishing the uncertainty principle, Heisenberg was invited to give speeches all over the 

Europe. After several speeches, he told his chauffeur that he was tired of speechmaking. The 

chauffeur told Heisenberg that he listened to the speech so many times that he could make the 

speech instead. Heisenberg said it was a good idea. In the next invited speech, Heisenberg 

restfully sat at the back of the room, and the chauffeur gave a beautiful rendition of Heisenberg’s 

speech and even answered a few questions correctly. Then a difficult question was raised from 

the audience, and the chauffeur did not know the answer. The chauffeur said that this question 

was so simple that he would ask his chauffeur, pointing to Heisenberg, to answer it. ” Students 

began to laugh. Then you turned to the student who raised the question, “Regarding your 

question, I let my chauffeur, the TA, to answer you”. The students’ laughter is even higher. Your 

teaching style is unique and attractive, and I benefit from it for my whole life. 

Since you were born in China, you were very good at Chinese culture. Whenever you talked to 

Chinese students at MIT, you always spoke Chinese. You often asked a student about his family 

name and place of born. Then you told him that a certain famous person shared the same family 

name or was born in the same place. You liked Chinese poetry and classical novels very much. 

You enjoyed asking Chinese students to recite a poet or narrate a particular scene of a classical 

novel. I remember that I was asked about several scenes of Three Kingdoms. I know you also 

like Chinese history, I Ching, and Beijing opera. You told me that you dreamed of having a big 

reading room at your home, in which not only scientific books but also literature and history 

books could be found. When you were retired, you would enjoy reading books in the reading 

room for days. However, you have left us at so young age, before your retirement. It is painful 

that you cannot realize this dream.  

You worked hard all your life, and had no time to rest. You deserve a good after-retirement life. 

However, you left us so early and peacefully rested forever. Although we are living in different 

worlds, I wish you a happy life there. As your student who highly respects you and is grateful to 

you, I always miss you. Prof. Kong, you are always in my heart. 

Best regards, 

Xudong 
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EM Waves in the Universe  

– In Memory of Prof. Jin Au Kong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I came to MIT as a Master student of EECS in August 1992 and planned to visit Prof. Jin Au 

Kong before officially reporting for duty the following week. Within no time, I was already 

working in his lab that afternoon and since then learned, worked and appreciated every moment I 

spent there from September 1992 to May 1994. 

 

Professor Kong’s classes had always been interesting and enjoying. I remembered vividly about 

his explanation of the Maxwell’s equations and the influence of electromagnetic waves in the 

Universe. That had deepened my understanding about this mathematic intensive field. Later in 

the Spring term of 1993, I was grateful when he suggested me to take half research assistantship 

and half teaching assistantship that term so that I could learn to teach to prepare for my academic 

career life. The involvement in the undergraduate course 6.014 was rewarding as I learned how 

he had prepared well before each class and his lively interaction with the students also impressed 

me. I understood how the course of electromagnetics could be taught in such an interesting way 

and that helped tremendously when later I gave lectures in the universities in Malaysia. 

 

During that term, we (Ali Tassoudji, Joel Johnson and myself) were also heavily involved in 

preparing the Solutions Manual for his book “Electromagnetic Waves” (together with Professor 

David Staelin and Dr. Ann Morgenthaler) published by Pearson. 

 

During the first discussion on the topic I would work on for my Master thesis, I was surprised 

when told to conduct research on remote sensing of sea ice. To a student from a tropical country, 

I had not seen even snow before, not to mention sea ice. However, he was helpful to explain to 

me that the training to do research was the focus point and the research skill learned would lead 

me to conduct research in other fields. I would not have imagined that a number of years later I 

was involved in Malaysia’s Antarctica Research Program and our group had conducted research 

work in Ross Island of Antarctica for the theoretical modeling, satellite image processing and 

field measurement for microwave remote sensing of sea ice since 1991 until now. When I first 

touched on Antarctica land, I remember about Professor Kong and thanked him for introducing 

me to this area of research. 
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Professor Kong with graduate students (from left to right: Alex Mou, Robert George Atkins, 

Wai Chung Au, Philippe Berisset and Pierre Coutu, in a classroom opposite his office in 1993) 

 

During my time at MIT, I was involved in a number of projects, including one on fractals. 

Professor Kong was interested in this and we started some satellite image processing work using 

fractals. The photo of him above was captured with the background showing the classified San 

Francisco SAR image using fractal analysis generated by me. 

 

There were numerous events and meetings which we enjoyed together with Professor Kong’s 

participation. The annual Thanksgiving gathering nights were always among the favorite. That 

was also one time when he was interested in the 3D stereogram generated from 2D images. I was 

interested in this as well and 

worked on the programming 

for this for some weeks and 

finally generated the 3D 

stereogram program that 

could be customized. One 

was specially generated for 

him in 1994. Yesterday night, 

I searched my old files and 

managed to run this again 

and produced the one 

attached below specially for 

Professor Kong. The 3D text 

embedded in the steoreogram 

image is “Thanks Prof 

Kong”. 
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For the past number of years, Professor Kong had been visiting Asia quite often to establish the 

Electromagnetics Academy in Zhejiang University. We had the opportunity to work with him 

and his team at Zhejiang University for a project on Microwave Remote Sensing of Rice Field in 

Malaysia. He visited Kuala Lumpur and our university (Multimedia University) a number of 

times in the recent years in the capacity as External Examiner for our Engineering degree 

program and also the research collaborator for the Rice Field project. We are grateful to him for 

his valuable advice, suggestions and guidance in this. 

 

Just like Electromagnetic Waves that are around us all time and facilitate the modern human life, 

throughout Professor Kong’s career and life with excellent achievement and contribution, many 

had benefited from his teaching, research output, advice and guidance. Professor J.A. Kong, we 

will miss your presence wherever Electromagnetic Waves are! 

 

Hong T. Ewe (SM 94’) 

Vice President (Academic) 

Multimedia University 

MALAYSIA 
 

 

 
 

The Kong Family; 

 

I was shocked to learn of the passing of Professor Jin Au Kong.  He was a giant in the 

electromagnetics community.  He made pioneering contributions in several important scientific 

studies.  He made fundamental contributions on waves in moving media, bianisotropic media, 

and multiple scattering, to name only a few among many. He contributed so much to the 

advancement of scientific and engineering communities.  He was my personal friend, and I 

valued his friendship and kindness. 

 

My sincere condolences to the Kong family on the passing of this great scientist and my kind 

long time friend. 

 

Sincerely, 

Akira Ishimaru 

 

Akira Ishimaru, Professor Emeritus, 

Department of Electrical Engineering, 

Room 422 

University of Washington, Box 352500 

Seattle, WA, 98195, USA 

Phone: 206 543-2169 

Fax: 206 543-3842 

Email: ishimaru@u.washington.edu 
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After 7 years of being Prof. Kong’s academic advisee, I am deeply hurt from his sudden passing 

away. He was an excellent teacher, spontaneously transferring his love for electromagnetics to 

the students. He was an inspiring scientist, his name being tied to almost every single major 

development in our field. Only a couple of months before I graduate, I wish I could share with 

him this moment in my life, in which he contributed so much. We will all miss him: his students, 

his colleagues and the whole scientific community. I send my warmest condolences to his 

family. I am certain they will remember this great man with pride. 

  

Aristeidis Karalis 
 

 
 

We all remember the eminent scientist and teacher, the tireless organizer and, above all, the dear 

friend.  Jin's human value will remain indelible in our hearts and minds. 

 

With renowned condolences I am sending some recent memories of a great man and a dear 

friend. 

 

Dr. Ing Paolo Pampaloni  

Adjunct Professor, Electromagnetics Academy at Zhejiang University 

IFAC-CNR 

via Madonna del Piano 10 

50019- Sesto Fiorentino, Firenze 

Tel: +39055 522 6462 

FAX: +39055 522 6467/6434 

e-mail: p.pampaloni@ifac.cnr.it 

http://wmicro.ifac.cnr.it/ 
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Dear Prof. Chew,  

 

It was so sudden and unexpected. All colleagues in the UESTC are sad for losing so an excellent 

EM scientist.  As adjunct professor of the UESTC, Prof.Kong gave us many good and valuable 

advices for the research and teaching of our university.  He was our good friend, visited the 

UESTC two times. In Jan. 2005, the UESTC set up the UESTC branch of EM Academy under 

the help of prof. Kong. He hoped me to co-sponsor the PIERS by the UESTC in chengdu when I 

attended the 2007'PIERS in Beijing.  I am still rember what he said to me.  

 

Several years ago, three professors: prof. Caidong Xiong, prof. Xiaobo Yang, prof. Jianyu Yang 

visited MIT for three months under the help of prof. Kong. Now, prof. Caidong Xiong, prof. 

Xiaobo Yang has been vice president for charge of graduate, research and development in the 

UESTC. 

 

Please kindly pass our vice presidents in the UESTC: prof. Caidong Xiong, prof. Xiaobo Yang, 

and prof. Yong Fan, dean of school of EE, prof. Bingzhong Wang, director of Degree and 

Discipline in Graduate School, prof.Haoquan HU, director of President Office, Prof.Ruimin XU, 

dean of dept. of microwave engineering in the UESTC, my personal condolence to his wife and 

his sons/daughters, Wen Kong, Shing Kong, and David Kong.  

 

If there are technical activities on memorial session(s) in conferences, please count me in and I 

would like to participate and contribute.  

 

With my warm regards, 

 

HU Jun 

 

Mar.14, 2008 
 

 
 

Dear all, 

 

Please submit my writing below for Prof. Kong's memorial service on Saturday as I can not 

make it in person. 

 

When I read the email from David on Sunday, I was totally shocked and saddened by the news. I 

shared the news with my wife, Jianghong Lu, who also had Prof. Kong as her VI-A advisor. We 

couldn't believe it. 

 

Only a few months ago in the fall, I had dinner with Prof. Kong at MIT. We chatted a lot of 

different things. After the dinner, we walked around the campus. Prof. Kong as usual was in a 

great spirit, full of energy and wisdom. I always looked up to him for advices of many things. 
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I first met Prof. Kong in 1987 when I was a student at Northeastern University across from the 

Charles River. I applied for MIT and enrolled as a Ph.D. student of Prof. Kong the next year. 

Prof. Kong was always very supportive and kind to me. Before I even started at MIT, he 

recommended me to Tarek for a summer job at Schlumberger in CT. It was a wonderful 

experience, which I continued for several summers and eventually joined as a research scientist 

after I received my degree. 

 

As a graduate student working under Prof. Kong, I did research projects, took classes, and also 

worked as teaching assistant for Prof. Kong's classes. Prof. Kong gave me plenty of room to 

explore new research topics. I learned so much from him, especially the way of thinking. He 

always emphasized on searching for information and re-searching for new advancements. He 

gave us the vision of seeing the important directions. Four years at MIT studying under Prof. 

Kong gave me the confidence and ability of solving difficult problems later in many different 

fields. 

 

Prof. Kong was also a friend to me in life. Every Thanksgiving, Prof. and Mrs. Kong invited all 

his students and their families to their house in Lexington. It was such a warm feeling in the cold 

Boston winter. The food was great. We had nice conversations and played ping pong downstairs. 

I still remember David as a little boy playing Super Mario games at his house. Mrs. and Prof. 

Kong also came to our wedding. I kept in touch with Prof. Kong after I left MIT and later 

switched to the financial industry and moved from New York to Asia. 

 

In November of 2006, I came back to MIT to recruit. Prof. and Mrs. Kong took me out for 

dinner. I was so happy to see that he and his family were all doing well. Both Sching and David 

graduated from MIT. Prof. Kong was enjoying his teaching on both sides of the Pacific Ocean. 

 

It’s hard to describe in words of the appreciation of Prof. Kong’s guidance, help and influence to 

me and the group of students studied under him in the past 40 years. I feel very fortunate to have 

studied under him at MIT and proud of being his student. 

 

I am sure we will all remember Prof. Kong’s distinguished achievements and career. To me, the 

loss of a wise elder idol is immeasurable. My heart goes with the Kong family. I wish everyone 

is inspired by Prof. Kong’s strength and wisdom. May Prof. Kong rest well in heaven. 

 

Jake Xia 

March 20 in Tokyo. 
 

 
 

Dear David, 

 

Traveling in South America for two months we are shocked and deeply saddened about the 

notice of your father's untimely death.  As you may remember (we met before) I was Professor 

Kong's student from 1997 to 2001 and he influenced our lives profoundly through his teaching, 

leadership and as a mentor.  We will never forget his kindness and support provided throughout 

the years.  Please receive our condolences and convey them to your entire family. 

 

Henning, Monica, and Isabel Braunisch 
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Here’s a family picture, from Shing’s PhD defense in 2005. 

 

Naoko 
 

 
 

 
 

Dear David, 

 

Your dad has been like family member to us, so I searched back to dig out some memorable 

photos.  These two are probably most touching.  There is one that Yuling and I took with your 

family during our engagement reception.  I remembered that Professor Kong serves in the 

capacity of the host.  Another one is taken at your house.  With all our relatives coming to our 

wedding, he is so kind to host a reception for them.  That was twenty years ago. 

 

Eric Yang 
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Dear Friends and Family of Professor Kong, 

 

Please accept my deepest sympathies on your sudden loss.  I have known Professor Kong since 

coming to RLE in 1985 as the assistant to the late Professor Jonathan Allen, who was the lab's 

director.  I was privileged to know Professor Kong in my work with Professor Allen.  

 

Professor Kong was always kind and gentle with a quick smile to everyone he met. It was also 

my privilege to work with and interview him for one of RLE's old publications, RLE Currents, in 

the fall of 1993.  You may view the entire issue that covered his group's research and my 

interview with him at: 

 

http://www.rle.mit.edu/media/currents/7-1.pdf 

 

I hope this information will help you in telling others about his legacy in electromagnetics 

research and teaching. 

 

You are all in my thoughts and prayers. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Dorothy A. Fleischer 

Administrative Assistant 

Optics & Quantum Electronics Group 

MIT Research Lab of Electronics 

77 Massachusetts Avenue #36-345 

Cambridge, MA 02139-4307 

phone: 617-253-1570 

fax: 617-253-9611 

http://www.rle.mit.edu/oqe 
 

 
 

Prof. Kong spent most of his time and energy in our Electromagnetic Academy at Zhejiang 

University during his last five years. He always mentioned to us that he loved Hangzhou, loved 

the beautiful west lake, loved Zhejiang University, and the peoples worked in the EM academy. 

He will always be in the heart of all the people that care about him, that had the luck to meet 

him, talk to him, work with him. Prof. Kong’s amazing smile and humor will always stay with 

us. We are so deeply honored to have known him. 

 

Qin Yang  

Hongsheng Chen  

Zudong Yang  

and “all of the peoples in The Electromagnetics Academy” 
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This is a great loss for the electromagnetics community.  Jin-Au was at the peak of his scientific 

career. 

 

We have lost a great scientist. I must say that the electromagnetics world is now empty. 

 

Dr. Kazuya Kobayashi 

Vice President for International Affairs 
Professor of EE, Communication Engineering 

Chuo University 

Tokyo, Japan 

Tel: +81-3-3817-1869 (direct), +81-3-3817-1846 (secretary) 

Mobile: +81-70-5547-0391 

Email: kazuya@tamacc.chuo-u.ac.jp 
 

 
 

From Professor Jay K Lee:  
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I would like to add my most sincere condolences to your family on the loss of Jin Au. It is 

exactly 20 years since I first met him and I have never ceased marveling at his intellectual 

energy, his scientific productivity and his willingness to share his enormous talent with others 

less gifted. Apart from drawing inspiration from his achievements, and benefiting from his 

advice, I have wonderful memories of time spent together at PIERS meetings in many countries, 

enjoying his razor-sharp wit. 

 

Next time I am in Sydney, Jin Au's friends 'down under' will get together to celebrate his life. 

 

Dr. Stuart Anderson  

Principal Research Scientist, ISR Division 

Defence Science and Technology Organisation 

AUSTRALIA 

Phone: [+61] (8) 8259 6416  [Office] 

email: stuart.anderson@dsto.defence.gov.au [Office] 
 

 
 

He is our idol, and will always be. We admire him not only because of his scholarly and 

professional achievements, but mostly because he is a very kind man. 

 

I admire him and respect his work as well as his personality. 

 

Hui Huang  

hhuang@bjtu.edu.cn 
 

 
 

It was with great sadness that I learned of the passing of Jin Au Kong.  I too would like to add 

my sincere condolences for the loss of Jin Au who I first met about 15 years ago.  The memories 

that I have of him are of a man of boundless energy, and with an extraordinary generosity of 

spirit, both intellectually and socially.  He inspired all who met him and he enriched the lives of 

many through the PIERS meetings which I hope will become a living memory to his enormous 

contributions to the electromagnetic research community.  I will miss him greatly. 

 

Prof. Lindsay Botten 

Centre for Ultrahigh-bandwidth Devices for Optical Systems (CUDOS) / 

Department of Mathematical Sciences  

University of Technology, Sydney 

PO Box 123 Ph: +61-2-9514 2247 

Broadway NSW 2007 Fax: +61-2-9514 2260 

Australia Email: Lindsay.Botten@uts.edu.au 
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One anecdote that I shall treasure: 

 

Professor Kong always gave the story behind the science.  And so when we came 'round to 

metamaterials, he explained the name by saying the prefix, "meta" referred to "beyond", and 

gave the analogy of metaphysics.  Actually, "meta" means "after" in Greek, and metaphysics got 

its name because Aristotle wrote his treatise on philosophy after the one on the science of the 

natural world.  When I pointed this out, Professor Kong was delighted, and gave me a chance to 

further embarrass myself by describing to the class how to pronounce and spell the word.  And 

from that point on, whenever he saw me, he always greeted me with, "My Greek friend!", which, 

I suppose, was an accurate description. 

 

I'll really miss him. 

 

Take care, 

 

Theodore Golfinopoulos 
 

 
 

In Jin-Au we have lost a true idol of an internationalist, who brought electromagneticists from all 

corners of the world together: We bemourn this great loss, and yet his unparalleled energetic 

drive will sustain, hopefully in the ongoing staging of PIERS events - in Asia, America and 

Europe - for many years to come. 

 

It is exactly 40 years since I first met young lively Jin-Au Kong when he was still at Syracuse 

University laboring as doctoral student under Professor David Cheng; and as Dr. Stuart 

Anderson so eloquently stated: We have never ceased marveling at his intellectual energy, his 

enormous scientific productivity and his willingness to share his enormous talent with others less 

gifted. Apart from drawing inspiration from his achievements, and benefiting from his advice, 

we have wonderful memories of  time spent together at PIERS meetings in many countries, 

enjoying his razor-sharp wit, and especially at Hangzhou. 

 

Wolfgang-Martin Boerner 

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

University of Illinois at Chicago 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 24 

 
 

Dear Colleagues, 

This is truly shocking news.  Jin was a giant of our profession and had produced an amazing 

amount of outstanding and fundamental work.  He educated many brilliant students who have 

progressed very successfully in their career.  He was a man of vision and always ready to do new 

and impressive work.  We all will miss him.  Yahya 

 

Yahya Rahmat-Samii 
Professor & Past Chairman of Electrical Engineering 

UCLA 

http://www.antlab.ee.ucla.edu/ 

rahmat@ee.ucla.edu 
 

 
 

Professor Kong had been a great teacher.  As one of his former students, he always wanted us to 

work on something new with rigor.  He taught us what dedication and diligence was.   He also 

taught us what it meant to be a good classroom teacher. 

 

I have always enjoyed his PIERS meetings as it brings about electromagneticists from different 

parts of the world, as well as from different disciplines (engineering, physics, optics, 

mathematics). 

 

Prof Kong will be badly missed. 

 

Weng Cho Chew 

former Ph.D. student of Professor Kong 

Dean of Faculty of Engineering 

University of Hong Kong 

http://www.ccem.uiuc.edu/chew/ 
 

 
 

Professor Kong was the one of the greatest Professors and the scientists and always gave us the 

very important results and suggestions in the electromagnetic community. We truly respect his 

many years of distinguished achievements. 

 

We are mourning the passing of a great Professor. He will be remembered for a long time by all 

of us. 

 

Toyohiko Ishihara 

Chairman of theTechnical Group on Electromagnetic Theory, IEICE of Japan. 

Professor, National Defense Academy of Japan 

e-mail;ishihara@cc.nda.ac.jp 
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I heard from my colleague and friend Prof. Joseph SAILLARD the incredible news of the death, 

on last Wednesday, of your father, Prof. Jin Au KONG, whom our University was greatly proud 

of receiving among its members as Doctor Honoris causa, on last August. 

 

The International Scientific Community is in mourning. 

 

Francois Resche,BSc, MD, PhD 
former President of the University of Nantes 

Counsellor for Higher Education International Cooperation 

Phone: +33 609 970 325 

Fax: +33 240 998 495 

University of Nantes – Presidence of the University 

e-mail: francois.resche@univ-nantes.fr, f_resche@hotmail.com (priv.) 
 

 
 

I had the honour to know Prof. Kong only in 2002, when he encharged me to organise the PIERS 

2004 conference in Pisa, but this gave me the opportunity to appreciate his wide scientific vision, 

and his great wisdom. 

 

The Electromagnetic community has lost one of its outstanding member, while the PIERS 

community lost its founder and wise guide. 

 

Marco Raugi 

Professor, Electrical Engineering 

University of Pisa 



 
 

Speech to be delivered by Weng Cho Chew in Kong’s Memorial Service in 

Hangzhou, March 26, 2008. 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues and Friends: 

 

Professor Kong's sudden departure both shocked and saddened us.  I was looking forward to 

seeing him at PIERS 2008 in Hangzhou and alas… 

 

I have known Professor Kong ever since I was a freshman at MIT in 1973.  He was also my 

Freshman Advisor at MIT.  Being new to a  foreign culture and a foreign country, Professor 

Kong was the kindest and the most approachable professor I knew.  He was also helpful and 

inspiring in to his undergraduate advisee. 

 

It was a well known fact among MIT students that he was a marvelous teacher.  He taught us 

what it meant to be a good classroom teacher.  For those of us who become teachers in our 

career, we try our best to emulate him in our teaching. 

 

I went on to study electromagnetics with Professor Kong, a subject that I have studied and love 

for the rest of my life.  Professor Kong taught us diligence, dedication, and thoroughness in our 

thinking.  He always encouraged us to work on something new, and be a trailblazer.  This legacy, 

we carry with us for the rest of our lives and pass onto to our students. 

  

I have always enjoyed his PIERS meetings organized by him as it brings about 

electromagneticists from different parts of the world, as well as from different disciplines 

(engineering, physics, optics, mathematics). 

 

Professor Kong personally made immense contribution to the electromagnetics community.  His 

contributions will be remembered, and he will be badly missed. 

 

Professor Kong made outstanding contributions to the basic electromagnetic theory of moving 

media.  He also made fundamental contributions to the theory of anisotropic media, bianisotropic 

media, and moving bianisotropic media.  In fact, he invented the word “bianisotropic” in his 

work.  After joining MIT, he pursued work in the quantization of electromagnetic field and 

Cerenkov radiation, and then in the application of electromagnetic theory to remote sensing and 

many other applications.  Since then, he had contributed significantly to remote sensing theory 

and applications, plus many application areas.   

 

His work won best paper awards and outstanding research award.  For his contributions in the 

remote sensing area, he has been given the Distinguished Achievement Award from the IEEE 

Geoscience and Remote Sensing Society for year 2000 and was given the IEEE 

Electromagnetics Award in 2004.  He published prolifically in refereed journals, and conference 

papers, and over 20 books.  This was a clear indication of his devotion to knowledge generation 

and education of others.   

 



 27 

Professor Kong had always a strong sense of duty devoting his whole career for 

electromagnetics.  “Early to rise, and late to bed” had been his work ethic all throughout his life.  

He was one of the most hardworking professors I had seen in my life, and his indomitable spirit 

in work had always been an inspiration to many who have studied with him.  His tough-

mindedness to seek the truth in problem solving is admirable.  He often questioned the 

established knowledge, and sought ways to improve on the status quo.  All research results went 

thorough interrogation under his supervision.  He urged all his students to constantly ask how 

much of new knowledge had actually been generated in their research work. 

 

Professor Kong was also an excellent instructor.  He made the explanation of difficult material 

seem simple, and taught both graduate and undergraduate electromagnetic courses at MIT.  It 

was a well-known fact that students often opt to take the undergraduate EM course taught at MIT 

by Kong, because of his flair for clarity when explaining difficult concepts to undergraduates.  

His teaching method was methodical, well organized, and easy to follow.   “Snappily dressed, he 

strutted like a peacock on the stage…” wrote a student in his course review. 

 

His graduate teaching was equally superb at MIT.  He taught a graduate course that covered all 

the fundamentals of electromagnetics in one semester.  After his course, one could easily read 

papers on advanced topics in electromagnetics and related fields including optics.  For his 

graduate teaching, he won the excellence in teaching award from the graduate student council at 

MIT in 1985. 

 

One of the most important contributions of Professor Kong was his work on popularizing 

electromagnetics, and providing a forum for electromagnetic research.  He organized the annual 

Progress in Electromagnetic Research Symposium (PIERS).  This symposium brought scientists 

and engineers from all over the world to discuss topics related to EM research.  A distinguishing 

feature of this symposium is its international flavor, and the participation by mathematicians and 

physicists.  This symposium has served as an excellent forum for exchange of ideas for 

mathematicians, physicists, and engineers working on EM research.  

 

Professor Kong was also the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Electromagnetic Waves and 

Applications and a series of books on Progress in EM Research.  The work, needless to say, 

consumed a vast amount of his energy, and he had taken on the job with great enthusiasm since 

1987.  I view the work as an immense service to the electromagnetics community, providing 

authors with a journal and a book series to publish and discuss their work, given the ever 

growing shortage of journals for budding scientists to publish their work in.  As if the above 

activity is not enough, Professor Kong also served as the Editor for the Wiley Series in Remote 

Sensing. 

 

In addition to the above activities, Professor Kong regularly lectured around the world and the 

US.  He was the IEEE Distinguished Lecturer.  He frequently consulted with major US industries 

and companies.  These activities clearly showed the willingness of Professor Kong in helping 

others, and to share and disseminate his knowledge.  In addition, he had diligently served other 

universities in providing advice and evaluations.  

 

Professor Kong’s career has had profound impact in the area of electromagnetics both in 

research, education, and service.  The impact of his work is felt all throughout the world.  His 

dedication to research, teaching, and service is to be emulated by all.  As I said before, he will be 

badly missed! 


