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\Vl~t,n Iluilcling 56 \\.:IS c<)~nplcted in 1973. MIT's 
O n e  I'crccnl li)r An policy channeled l>uilcling 
1'111icl\ t<~\v:~rcl 1 1 1 ~  :~cquisilion o f  origin:~l :lrt for 
111e I)uil~ling's pul3lic :In,as. The result ti>clay is 
I ~ I : I I  111.1' h:i\ sevel-:~l <lisling~~isliecl works of  art 
g r ~ ~ c i ~ i g  our  l:~l>or:~to~y's open  :Ireas :ind confer- 
I I I I I  In ~ ~ p c o i i i i ~ i g  issues, undercur- 
rents \\.ill iiighligli~ ilicsc \\vrks. Wc Ixgin with 
[ ~ u r  ni~>sI reccml :~c(]uis i t io~~,  .Sl1~~~~,fi)r,t4u,qic 
I~XII I I ,  \vliicli is clispl:~yecl in the fifth Iloor I<>hl>y. 

(:re:~lc.cl 1)). I)c,nnis Oppc,nhcim in 1985, Strrc()),fi)r 
.1/~1,qic I.~I(JIII is :I one,-of-;I-kine1 cIl-:i\ving tii:~t 
i n c < r l x ~ ~ ~ t e s  tIie mccli:~ o f  pencil, o i l  w:~sli, and  
< ) i l  lp:~sfel on  f o ~ i r  SIICCIS 01 paper. It measures 
IOOuiO inches ancl ri>l)uslly fills tlie space 
prc\iously c~ccul>ic~l l ~ y  the stcjlcn (:lncl deeply 
iiiis\ecl) I'ern:~n<l 1.cgcr rug. Ilennis Oppenheim 
ih :I c ~ ~ n c e l x u : ~ l  ;~rtist who  \V:IS horn in Electric 
(: i t \ . ,  W,~sliington. in 1958. In keeping n,itli tlie . . 
lr:lclilii>n 01 conceptilal :~rt ,  liis c l ~ ~ w i n g  illustrates 
;I concc.pl lh;ll is not rc.:~lizecl (a inagic loom Aclmini.~lrriliir~ :I.s.~~clii~i/ ,\'ii.\.iiii 1: . \ i~ l .~i~i! , / i~ i i / .~  hi.1 l ~ i i . ~ ~ ~ / ~ o c i / i ~ ~ i i  ii!ic,ii,~/iii,:. i111t1 c,i!ji~,ic //~i, ! io.irr/ r ~ r t t i ~ ~ r  

i~~ :~c l i ine ) .  :~ntl  clots si1 hei-e with n sense 01' of her  ujork ill 1il.f :< (;i~-ctiit L I I I L ~  S~.;toii.~ C;M,II/I. l l J / ~ o / ~ ~  /[I,,/O~JII 1;. ( . ? , ~ L ? J  

i ~ i i ~ r .  ,An inscription on  the lower center of the  
<ll-:l\ving refc,rs t r )  a c < ~ p p c r  sl:~ck, electric wires, a IN HARMONY AT RLE'S 
g:~sol~nc,-po\vercccl sled. ;lnd p ~ ~ l l e y s ,  among other 
c<)ml>onenls 01 lliis lr~ncifi~l Rul>e Colclherg-like 
:l~>~>~ll-:ltLls. 

CIRCUITS.AND SYSTEMS GROUP 
Administrative Assistant Susan E. Nelson ;llong. especially when Luckno P:~v:~rotti sings. 

'l'hc hlll' I.ist Visu;ll ,417s Center ;~cccptccl S t l r ~ l y  recently celebrated her ninth anniversary with Her other interests inclucle playing the pi:~n<~. 
./i~r.llri,qic l o f ~ t n  ;IS a gift in 1991, largely hecause RLE. Susan came to RLE o n  May 2. 1983. :IS cooking. rcading. prclening. and cheering for 
Jill Aszling. Ilic Center's Fine Ans Registrar, knew Senior Staff Assistant for I'rofessors John L. I;~mes at his soccer and t-hall g:~mes. Susan also 
I I i t  I sp:lce in tlie fifth floor I<jbby 

Wyatt, Jr., Campbell L. Searle. Bruce R. Musicus, enjoys tra\,eling :~ncl has visitecl Scotland. Eng- 
c o ~ l c l  ~ c ~ i i ~ i i c l ~ c  tlie drawing's ovcrsizecl and  Francis F. Lee. Today, Susan works f[)r land, ancl Aruh;~. 
pr~ymrlions.  Jill also intuitecl, correctly, t11:lt the PrOfessors Wyatt, K, White, and Srinivas 
sul)iect niattcr \v<~ulcl li:~ve n receptive audience Devadas in RLE's Circuits and Systems G n ~ u p ,  This September. Susan will celel~rate her iix~r- 
in 111.1:. W1ic.n slir)wn the work, R1.E Administra- pnIvicling secretarial support serving as riage to Robert Chafe in :I ceremony that \ d l  take 
li\.c Officer 1)onn:l Ticclii was enth~~si:~stic,  '.We for group.s students, place in the ljacky~rcl of her Hollhn~ok home. 
i l l  i n  in 1 1 ,  f r  I .  RLE is a straig1itfc)r- 13ob is :I friend's olcler hrother n-ith n-horn Sus:ln 
\\:ircI 11l:1ce. l)ut 1 knew 11i:lt the humor in this A native and lifelong resident of Holhnjok. hegan corresponding \\-hile h e  sen-ed in the 
piece \voulcl l>c :~ppreci :~~cd here. For me, tlie Massachusetts. Susan has two children. six-year- I'ersian Gulf Inst year. A sergennt in the Kational 
111:igic loom iii:~cliinc con\,eys :I spirit of energy old James David and  twenty-one-month-& Gu:~rd 1058 Transpork~tion Division. Uol7 n-as 
: ~ n d  in\.c.nliveness ihar is part of our lal~oratc~ry." Ethan George. An opera buff, Susan was ecstatic responsible for transpoi-ting troops. ammilnition. 

wllen she, her mother, and a friend met opera mail, ancl other materials through unmapped 
star I'k~cido Dotningo after a performance at New desert  Susan. Boh, James. :~nd  Et1i:ln will 
York City's Metropolitan Opera. Susan's f:~vorite ccjntinue to reside in Holhr<~cjk. 
opera is Tosw , and her son Ethan loves to sing 

SHORT WAVES . . . . . 
Nina cam ill;^ Lauritzen was horn on  Decelnher 8, In Decemher 1991. Rese;~rcli Specialist Giouanni 
1991, to Lisbeth Lauritzen, Aclministr:~tive Aliberti of the Digital Signal I'n>cessing Group 
Assistant in the Optics and Devices Group. The  was ~narriecl to Darlette Si~iloes in a ceremony 
pn~ucl  father is Bent Lauritzen, a postdoc in the perfornied by the bride's father in Urazil. The 
Lalx~r:lt(~ry l'or Nuclear Science. couple is residing in Quincy. bl:~ssacliusetts. 

Marco and Giulia Nassi welcomed the arrival 
of llieir scm, Andrea Giovanni, at Mr. Aulx~rn 
H c ~ s p i t ~ l  on  January 10, 1992. Andrea was more 
th;~n five weeks early (5 pounds, 3 ounces), and 
21fter getting some TLC ;it Massachusetts General 
Flospital, lie came lio~iie to mom, clad, and sister 
13eatrice. Mom ancl ckld are hot11 visiting scicn- 
tists in RLI:, Ciulia with the Speech Cotnmuni- 
cation G r o ~ ~ p ,  and Marc<) with the  I'lasma Physics 
Group. 

C(jngratuIations to RLE I'ersonnel Officer 
Ramona B AUen ancl husbnnd Cyril on  the hirth 
of their ck~ugliter, Mya, on  February 13. 1992, at 

. S / I I ~ / I ~ , / ~ I I ~  .11(1gic~ I.(J(JIII 11.1. 1Ii11,iil O / ) / I ( > I I ~ ~ ~ I I I  I3righa1n ancl Women's Hospital in Boston. 

Works by Senior Technical Illustrator Robert H. 
Priest were part of a sliow hy four new artists at 
tlie Akin Gallety in Iloston. The show, which ran 
thr<)ugIi March 3rd. was reviewed in TheBo.stol? 
Glohe(Fchruary 27, 1992): "Robert Priest juxta- 
poses illustrational, linear drawings atop luxuri- 
ously painted grounds, implying an intinlate 
relationship hetween clisparate modes." 

Thomas R. Westcott ('93), a participant in the 
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program 
(UKOI'), taught a class in American Sign Lan- 
guage during the Independent Activities Period. 
Tom's inany activities to promote interaction nit11 

coi7ti1zi~ed 077 p,y. 2 



Back by Popular Demand 
A Fresh supply o f  1II.I: coifee mugs is now 
:~vail:al)lc. Newcomers t o  It1.I: can pick up  their 
free mugs when they sign in at the l~enclqusrters' 
i n  e l k  6 - 4 1 .  I'xtra mugs c;an ;tls<l 1,e 
pttrcli:tsvcl in tllc l)ocumcnt R<lom (56-412) for 
S4.00 encli. I'erson:al checks and MIT account 
nuinl)crs will lhc accepted. 

Waves ,frrJm lIX'. I 

the 1ic;aring irnpairecl were ie:~tured in Tech 7hlk 
(I:cl)rualy 12, 1992). I lis IiRO1' project in RLE's 
Sensc~ry Cointnitnic:ttion Groitp involves hearing 
;lid researctl. Torn h:ls also te:amed u p  with 
Corine A. Bickley, a Visiting Scientist in the 
Speech (:ornmunicntion G r o ~ t p ,  to t r x h  ;I sign 
I:~ngungc scnrin:ir that also ncldresses cultural 
issues ;~ssoci:~tcd with the hearing inrp:airecl. 

I'rofessors Daniel Kleppner ancl David E. 
Pritchard were incluctecl int(1 M17"s Qu:lner 
C c n t ~ ~ r y  Clul, on  March 24, 1992. I'n~fessor 
Kleppncr is l1I.l:'~ Associste Ilirectc~r, and both 
he  :and I'rokssor I'ritchard are affilkltcd with the 
MI'I' I'liysics 1)ep:lrtment :mcl R1.li's Atomic, 
Moleriil;tr, ancl Optical I'liysics G n ~ u p .  

Acltninistr:~tivc Officer Donna Maria Ticchi has 
I x e n  npp<~intecl t o  MIT's Administr~tive Acl\,isory 
Colnmittec. The committee W:IS formed in 1987 
I,y MI'T's :aclminisrr;~tive vice presidents. II serves 
:IS :I li:~ison with the MIT communiry to pr<lvide a 
lilrutn t o  exc1i:ange information and  ideas o n  
:~dtiiinist~:ttive miattcrs. 

1:acilitics and Safety Officer Gerrard F. Power 
reccived a Citizen Kecognition Aw;rrcl from thc 
MIT Canipus I'olicc on  May 7 ,  1992, in apprecia- 
tion of his outst:anding assis(ance ancl community 
service. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Estber I3 Cratrde Hyde 1':1l-k. ' 7 .  cliccl 
t v n l y  I 1 c r 1  1 1992. In 1958, Esther 
ioinecl Rl.1: as a Technic:ll Typist and  was  pro- 
~iroted t o  i'ditoriill Assistiant in the lab's I'uhlica- 
tions Office. She retired from RLE in 1982. 
Estlic,r is I-cmc~ml,erecl for her generous efforts to 
lr<,lp the needy. For m:tny years, she  was a vol- 
ilnteer tax consult;~nt f(1r tlre American Associ- 
:ttion o f  Retirecl I'ersons in Hyde I'ark. She is 
s ~ ~ n ~ i v c d  l,y her son. Millard Ile Voll, ancl 
Ihrother. George D:ahlherg. 

Donald S. "Ducky" Thibodeau, 71, clied March 
I 0 2  He  scnrccl R1.E as a Lltility Driver :lnd 
'l'cc1rnici:tn from 1964 thn~uglr 1976. He 1r;ans- 
fcrrecl 111 the 17rancis 13itter National Magnet 
I.:~lx~r:lt(lty in 1976 and retired frclrn MIT in 1985. 
I:unc.r:al scn;iccs were held o n  M;~rcIi 14th :1t Mt. 
Aul)urn Cemetery. I le is surviveel l,y four sons, 
1)on;llcl S.. Jr.. Ilicli:~rd. Steven, ancl \William 
'l'Iiil~(xle;tu. :incl ten granclchilclren. (1964,fi'le 
t~ho to )  

Community 
Service Fund 
I'ul>lir;ltir~ns i\ssisl:~nt i1:11-) <;r<,c,nc is lI1.l:'~ 
solicitor 1,r thc (:ommunit) Scn icc  h n c l  ICSF) 
i s  r .  'l'lre CSI: seeks to slrcngthen t 1 1 ~ 1 t ~ t : t I  

~tn<lcrst:tnclilrg :tncl cr~(~pc.r:ttir~n l,ef\\:een MI'I' 
:and t11e ~ ~ t r i i l ~ r i ~ l g e  cor~i~iittnity l)y providing 
iin:lnci:tl :lssist;lncc t r )  suppol-t MTT pc(1plc in 
1 o 1 t t : l  : lc t iv i is  1 1 c o i i ~ i r ~ n i t y .  Iilst 
)<':Ir, tllc l i tn~l ctisvcl Si'.000. I'lr;~s<, t:tke this 
(>pl>oflluiit\ t o  l~<,lp tllosc \vho help ot1rc.r~ :tnd 
r~,sp~>ticl t o  >1:11?'s reqttc.st \villi ~ C I L I I -  generous 
contriI)t~tioii. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 

~ I i l e t  IiIlrc11 ) U:II' . i t  \ I l l  ltl~ittccti \villi I1I.I:). 
hl:~intctl:~ncr 21ccli;anii. Edu~ard R. Lavalle and 
wile Al)l,ie celc,l,l-atc on  the (~ccasion o f  Eel's 
retirement. The couple plans to travel acn)ss the 
[J.S. :anel visit severral national parks, including 
;I return trip 111 Alaska. 

r - I  I S t i l l  .\\\i~l.ltll Kerry L. Gafney 
joinecl tlie l'l:t<~ii:t 1'Iiysii.s ( ; ~ O L I I >  <In !vlarcli 9, 
1992, working for Pnifessor I3runo Coppi. A 
native of I';ltchogue, New York. K e r ~ y  :tttencled 
the State University of Ne\v York at I'otsd:lm and 
then tr;ansferrecl as an  exchange stuclent t o  the 
University of I-lawaii at Oohu. After earning a 
Ixiclielor's degree in Asian ancl I'acific Islancl 
History in Ilecernher 1990, Keny workecl at 
OCthit's Mission House Museu~ir (where Jatiies 
Micliener r e s~arched  his novel. H~fuwii)  and 
moved to Boston in Kovember 1991. Slre enjoys 
swimming, reading and sight-seeing. ancl hopes 
to continue her eclucation in liistory. (I'hoto b y  
./~hrz F Cook) 

In J:lnuary, the I'l;lstn:~ F~lsion Cr(1up said goocl- 
hye to Edward W! Fitzgerald, Jr., :I thiny-onc- 
year veteran of the ~ K I L I ~ .  Ed, a nicml,er of  
IlLE's Sp(~nsored Research Technical St;aff. has 
worked o n  the Versator project since it i,eg:~n in 
1976. Now tIi;lt the Versator project is finishecl. 
Ed has joined thc stnff at MIT's I'lasma Fusion 
Center. 

RLE undercurrents 
undercurrents is a publication of the 
Research Lahoratoi?: of  Elcctn)nics f(1r the 
RLE community :lt MIT. The folloning 
individu;tls contril~~ttecl their time and 
energy to this issue: J(jIin F. Cook. I)onjtlr\ 
A. Fleisclrer, Rohert H. I'riest. Uarl,ar;t 
Fasscro. David \V. Foss, ancl Donn:l XI:~ri:l 
Ticchi. 

Inq~tiries may h e  ;~ddrcsscd to: 
RLE undercurrents 
Rescarcli Lahor:ltory of Electrc~nics (36-412) 
Massacli~isetts lnstit~tte of Technology 
77 ILlassacliusetts Avenue 
C:tmhriclge. MA 02139-,1507 

undercurrents is printed on  I-cc)-cled 
paper. 

Trrk~ n Bite O~rt r?f <:~.ii~rr. 1'.11ri,l Oll~i,cr  I J : i~ t l  1. 
13:1~1tt:i :tncl S c r ~ c t ~ i t  C;l~et-) I \ <>ss~ircr 01' >[IT 
Cimpus I'cllice offered crinie pre\.ention tips t o  

I \  ?i<,il thc I I I O O ~ I  bt/.s~'i,iii' <:)c  I I  /ii,q pizzupie,  
tbcrr it r?7ll.st he f i n ~ e J i ~ r  the /<I./.: .Sr,o.c,forie.s DUJI 
Lzfi?cheor?! RI.E!s S~~ppovf  Stu/~gntherecl,for their 
ai?r~zrulpizzu 1111zcheoiz (177 April 22izd to celebrate 
F'rt?fis.sioi~erl Secretarie.~ 1Ver~k. Fmn? lefl: Adinin - 
i.str61ti~~c~ A.s.sist6fnf Dorothy Fleischen Adn7irzistlatiar 
Secretuq i\'oru Luolzgo, a11d Admii?i.stmtiue 
Assi.s/alzt C'iizr/,i, Leljlu~zc. (Photo h>,,/ohn I; Cook) 

the K1.E c<~rnmunity I:lst 1nnu:an. Scr, ' [~e:lnr 
\'ossmer cliscussed :I variety o f  scen:lri<ls :me1 
stressed that one  of the ]lest \\-:I)s t o  prevent 
crime is to he  an-are of your surroundings at :ill 

times. If you \\-oulcl like more information on  
crilile prevention. contact the Crilric I'revention 
Unit o f  the LIIT Campus Police (13-2996). 
(I'hoto /?I , , /<J~II I; Cbok) 

/~ ' I~Ic , I I~/ .<  ( I I I ~ / , / ~ I I I I I ( I '  c c , / c ~ I ~ ~ ~ I / ( ,  111 the 1001 /</.I< /fo/ida.>' /'11i.[i' /<~.st /)CJC~C~I~I/I<~I. .  0 1 1  / / I< ,  I(://, I<C~.~~YI~ .C/ I  
. ~ ~ ( ~ c i ~ z / i . s t . / i r ~ ~ i i ~ , ~ ~  ( ,~ I I - /<~I . ,  F~fciiities Qff;c?r <;r,r~v Poz~~er,  .S(v~ior .St~~f~~l.s.sistc~~~t./~~~~icc~ /~LI / .Z(~~ .  .S/IIIII.S(I~O~/ 
Ncsr~u~-ch 7i,ch11icul Sl~~ff'Ikl Fitzjierzcld, ur?d,former RLE'er H u r ~ y  Gu.11 share  the ho/ickq8 spirit. 0 1 2  the 
right, it's a,/unti!l, u/fiir a s  Prir?cipal Re.secrrch Scietztzst.s Charlotte /<eed arzd I'ut Ztrrek (n7o1?1 n n d  clucli 
clizv into crjizr~fi~ot-lorzg srrh .sarzdn~ich with .son,/ohr?. (Photos by DULJC Fo.s.si 


